

KNOW THE FAQS 
BEFORE YOU GO TO THE POLLS

Another school budget election?  Do we have to vote on that again?
Yes, the tax levy that supports the school district’s operating budget is voted on every April.  These funds pay for not only for fixed costs, like salaries and operating expenses, but investments in technology and curriculum, utilities, and building maintenance to name just a few.
Why does the budget increase every year?  
Enrollment in our schools is increasing and just like in your home fixed and energy costs continue to increase.  The bills have to be paid.
Doesn’t the state kick in?        
Yes, but not enough.  Inadequate funding from the state continues despite increasing enrollments and costs.  The much-publicized increases from the state for this year sound good - and help - but in reality what we've received is an 11% increase over last year's state aid portion of the budget.  As a result we will receive 12.1% of our funding from the state, while the state aid provided elsewhere continues to average around 41%.
It seems like education costs go up every year, are we getting good value for our school tax dollars?        
Yes.  Woodbridge is spending its money wisely.  Woodbridge Township will spend approximately $1,800 less per student than the state average.
But are we doing a good job?          
Yes, better than 85% of our graduating students continued their education beyond high school.  
I don’t have any children in the schools and still my taxes go up.  How does this benefit me?        
The success of the school district is a key factor in the value of your home and the desirability of Woodbridge as a place to live and raise a family.
Can't we just get rid of some of the administrators and Board of Education members and spend that money on the schools?
If only it were that simple.  In reality, Woodbridge has a very reasonable ratio of administrators to students.  The Township has done a great job of managing their administrative costs.  As for the Board of Education members, contrary to what you may have heard, they are volunteers and receive no compensation for their services.
I don’t want my taxes to go up.  What happens if I vote no?  
It is an unfortunate fact of life in New Jersey that even if you vote “no” for the budget your taxes will go up.  Property taxes fund education; costs will continue to rise and the schools must be funded.  The very minimal tax savings that may result are felt in the programs and curriculum available to our children.  
What can I do?        
VOTE.  Vote in the School Budget and Board of Education Election held every April.  You have a voice in who gets elected to the board of education, those who make critical decisions on curriculum, programs, staffing, building maintenance and improvements.  You can voice your support for the funding required to provide your child with a quality education.  Vote in the November General Election.  Only the State Legislature can effect school funding reform and help ease our tax burden. Therefore it is important that they hear from the parents in Woodbridge.  Regardless of how you cast your vote, by voting you ensure that you make your voice heard.
GET INVOLVED.  Join your school’s parent association to learn about important issues facing our school district.  Attend monthly Board of Education meetings in person or view them on TV35/36 to learn how decisions are made, understand who is making those decisions on behalf of our children, and voice an opinion or ask a question.  Email members of the Board of Education or Central Administration with questions, suggestions, or concerns.   You can access links to their email on http://www.woodbridge.k12.nj.us.
GET INFORMED.  Join the CUBS Information Network.  By enlisting in our network you give us permission to contact you to provide information on the school budget, when issues arise or when elections are approaching.  Go to www.woodbridgecubs.com to sign up.
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